Shop revels in the finer drinks in life

F

or those Honolulu tipplers
looking for more obscure
adult beverages to add to
their repertoire — limited edition
whiskeys, rare bottles of wine,
hard-to-find microbrews —
Liquor Collection at Ward Warehouse has been the place of
choice for more than 30 years.
The specialty shop’s wide selection of products and willingness
to hunt down offbeat items are
what sets Liquor Collection apart
from its competitors.
“We dig a little deeper to get
some interesting stuff,” said
George O’Hanlon, general manager. “We work hard to bring in
things to the store, and we want
people to be able to get what
they want.”
Liquor Collection’s first incarnation was as Mike’s Wines,
which opened in 1978. The shop
was a retirement project for Mike
Vourlas, the stepfather of current
owner Ming Koshi. When running
a business proved to be too much
work for Vourlas, he sold the
store to Koshi in 1983.
After taking over the operation,
Koshi switched things up by
changing the name and expanding the store’s concept and inventory. One of the first things she
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did was bring in a wide variety of
craft beers.
“We concentrated on beer at
first because there were so many
wine shops (already),” said Koshi.
To this day, Liquor Collection
maintains a vast array of imported and microbrewed beers,
including trendy sips such as
India Pale Ales (IPAs) and aged
beers. According to O’Hanlon, it
isn’t uncommon for customers to
spend as much on a bottle of beer
as they would on a bottle of wine.
And for those who want to experiment, but don’t want to buy an
entire six-pack, Liquor Collection
holds the largest selection of single beers available in Hawaii.
Of course, the beverage boutique is about more than just
craft beer, as it also carries a
plethora of wines and spirits, including many items you can’t
find anywhere else.
Staff members try to stay on

top of cutting edge drinks as
well. When tequila was the inthing a few years ago, they had
many high-end varieties in
stock. Now, with the current
whiskey trend, more options of
the grain-based alcohol are
available in the shop.
Gauging the public’s everchanging tastes can be difficult,
according to O’Hanlon. “To guess
ahead of time what the next
trend will be is next to impossible,” he said. But one thing
Liquor Collection can do,
Koshi added, is aim to change
with the times in order to
meet its consumer demand.

Get a taste
of unique
beverages

With more than three decades
in the business, this system has
worked well for Liquor Collection, which has built a solid and
loyal customer base. “We’re not
big, but we have street cred,”
said O’Hanlon. “People know
who we are.”

pon entering Liquor
Collection at Ward
Warehouse, customers
behold an array of specialty
beverages to choose from. To
assist with narrowing down
the selection, the shop holds
free tastings nearly every
week.
Usually taking place on Friday, Saturday or both, the
tastings offer the chance to
sample a range of beverages,
which change regularly.
“It could be a craft beer,
wine or liquor,” said George
O’Hanlon, general manager.
“We’ve (even) had sake tastings.”
The events also are a way
for customers to break away
from their normal drinking
habits and try something new
or unique. The approach is
part of what O’Hanlon described as a “drink better and
drink less” strategy.
To get the message out
about upcoming tastings,
Liquor Collection maintains
an active social media presence on Facebook and Twitter.
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The liquor boutique serves as a treasure trove of specialty beer, wine, whiskey
and other gems for adult-beverage enthusiasts.

The 411
Website: www.liquorcollection.com
Name: Liquor Collection

Benefits: Employees receive medical, discounts and
opportunities to attend tastings and trade shows.

President: Ming Koshi
Address: 1050 Ala Moana Blvd. Ste. 1200
Honolulu, HI 96814

Employees: 9

Phone: 524-8808

Founded: 1983

Noteworthy: The shop offers a kamaaina card for
$10 a year. With about 10,000 participants so far,
cardholders get 10 percent off all store purchases
(except for cigars).

